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4 ABE'S ACES HELP KEY BULLETIN BOARD SYSTEM 
‘ SYSTEM OPERATOR - JIM FINLEY 
(215) 837-9299 


Your club has a BBS, (Bulletin Board System). It’s 
exclusively used by club members and proves to be very helpful 
between club meetings. If you have a modem and belong to the club 

; YOU now have access to the Help Key BBS. The BRS is very useful 
| to keep updated on club news, presentations and of course Atari 
News . There is a Public Message Base where you can freely post 
messages to other users or relay some information you might think 
others would like to know about. There is an E-Board Message Pase 
for members of the club to keep you updated of the latest club 
; policy. This is a real good place to leave suggestions or 
| questions about the club. The board also supports uploads 7 
| downloads and text files. This is a good way to get that utility 
you need for a certain application or get caught up on the latest 
news about the club or Atari. One of the nicest features is you 
can leave E-Mail (private message) to another club member who 
calls the system. This allows you to keep in touch with the 
privacy you may like to have. Below is the Function Menu of the 
board and some helpful hints how to get started on the Help Key. 


Help Key 
Function Menu 

A~Atascii/Ascii — C-Callers List 
D-Download B-Ball 
F-File Listing G-Goodbye 
H-Helep File I-Club Info 
K-Kill Message M-Members List 
P—-Pogk: Message Q-Quick Scan 
R~Read Message S~-Scan Message 
U-Upload VeChange Pass 
X-Xperkt Mode Y-Yell to Susop 
¥#-Suitch Message 2~Help Key’ s 

Bases Database 


(7)—-Function Menu 


ees eee Le oe rMcm Tt ! 


The first time you call the Help Key, you will need a 
Password. Simply type ’NEW’ at the prompt: Enter PASSWORD or 
*>NEW’ >. Make sure you have a paper & peancil handy because the 
system will automatically assign you a password. You will be 
asked if you would like a password, answer YES! In a second or 
two the password will appear on the screen. Don’t trust your 
Memory, write the password down. Your password will be validated 
(active) in a day or two. Once your password is validated it is 
important you DO NOT let anyone else know your password. You are 
held resposible for the security of your password. If you think 
someone else knows your password you have the option to change it. 


Now that you have applied for a password you will be asked to 
read the Rules & Regs. These can be found in the Database Files. 
Type ’Z* at the command prompt and then select Rules & Regs from 
the menu. Do your best to follow them. Constant abuse of the 
rules could cause you to lose your password, 


A good rule of thumb is to enter all commands to the board in 
CAPITAL. LETTERS. Be patient and wait for the next prompt. 


You can use CTRL-S to pause transmission and CTRIL-Q to resume. 


To abort the transmission and go to the command prompt, tupe 
CTRL.~C. 


If the BBS stops sending for some unknown reason, tru hitting 
RETURN until you come to a prompt. If that doesn’t work try 
CTRL-Q to resume. 


If you are new to BBS’s I suggest the first thing you learn is 
how to leave aA message, It’s easy, Type *’P? at the command 
Prompt, At the next prompt you must decide if you want your 
message to be public (for all to see) or E-Mail (a private message 
to a certain individual). For a public message type ’P’ and then 
give the message a subject (name). When the system asks To: 
answer ’ALL (Cin all caps). Now enter your message, when you hear 
the bell you must hit RETURN once. When your message is complete 
hit RETURN twice. A list of functions will. appear which will 
aliow you to *E? dbti 7" VW tee Ch Aist,y etc. If you want to leave a 
Private message type *S’ for Send Mail. You will be asked To?, 
enter the persons full name (in all CAPS) and hit RETURN. Now 
enter your message and the rest of the procedure is the same as a 
Public message. 


Don’t get in the habit of ONLY using the download function. 
Look around the board once in a while. You’11 be surprised to 
find there is some real good info available. 


Support the board! It?s easy! Upload a program (public 
domain) or a text file. Type in a program from Antics Analog, or 
Compute and send it to the Help Key. Text files can be created 
using Atariwriter or Mattedit (a public domain word processor). 
No pirate (copywritecd) programs are allowed. Keep the quality of 
your uploads to the standards of what you would like to see as a 
download. 


In closing, I hope you give the Help Key the participation and 
cooperation it deserves. Your computer connected to a BRS can 
make your Atari the most powerful piece of equipment to accumulate 
vast amounts of information. Have fun and learn more about your 
computer daily. 


- MSE 


«PLT 


»PAS 


»FTH 


« ACT 


»LOG 


~LST 


« TXT 


- DOC 


~UTL 


SYS 
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DISK LIBRARY FILENAME EXTENSION KEY 


-A Basic program ~- requires 
Atari Basic to run. 


-An Assembly language 
program or listing —- may 
not be directly run-—able. 


-Microsoft Basic —- requires 
the Microsoft Basic cartridge 
or disk version to run. 


“Pilot - program requires the 
Pilot language cartridge. 


-Pascal —- program is written 
in the Pascal language. 


-Forth - the program is 
written in Forth language. 


“Action - program was written 
in Action language. 


~Logo - requires the Lago 
cartridge to run. 


“~LISTed program —- written to 
disk as a listing. Must be 
loaded with the ENTER | 
command. 


~Text file - usually requires 
& word processor or use of 
DOS Copy function to read 
text. 


—~Documentation file - see 
~TXT. Usually accompanies 
another listing on the same 
disk to allow you to print a 
user*s guide. 


“Utility program - a program 
that was written to make 
using the computer easier, 
i@., a back-up program which 
automates archiving your 
personal library, etc. 


-A system file - such as 
DOS.SYS or AUTORUN.SYS. A 
program which you might have 
on every disk to present any 
necessary requirements. 


«EXE 


» ORI 


«MER 


~FIC 


» AMS 


-PTR 


. MDM 


» DAT 


» PNT 


» XLF 


» DEM 


“An executable machine 
language file - can be used 
as an AUTORUN.SYS. A program 
that will load and run 
itself, or can be loaded with 
DOS option L. 


-~Machine language object code 


- compiled from an .ASM file. 
(See .~EXE) 
“A "Maker program" —- usually a 
basic program, which, when 


run makes an AUTORUN.SYS or 
»EXE machine language file. 


“A picture file -— will produce 
& picture on the screen or 
printer. May require a 
loader program to view, but 
may be a run-able program. 


“Advanced Music System file - 
contains data to play music. 
A "player" program is 
required. 


“Printer - a program which in 
Some way requires a printer 
to operate. 


~Modem —- the program was 
written for use with a modem 
or Bulletin Board System. 


~Data file - usually 
accompanies another file on 
the same disk, and contains 
data essential to that 
program. 


-Character font -—- See .DAT. 
Contains data to redefine the 
character set. 


—~XL Fix - a program, modified 
specifically for the XL 
series of computers, and was 
rewritten to run without the 
Translator disk. 


~Demo program —- demonstrates a 
programming technique. 


ST Li BRARY INDEX 1725785 


DISK #1: AUDIOLIGHT XMAS DEMO 


Eight color pictures with music. Sound plays thru ST 
sound chip and/or a MIDI insturment. 


DISK #2: NEOQCHROME DEMO PICTURES 


Ten early Neochrome pictures from Atari. Bug, train, 
waterfall, flag, etc. 


DISK #3: MIDI AND PICTURE DEMOS 


Seven Neochrome pictures (angel, hourse, jockey, etc) 
and a special effect display program to show them. Also, a 
MIDI music player and eight songs for it. Displays a color 
keyboard as it plays the songs. An ST BASIC MIDI song/player 
for Miami Vice is also on this disk. 


DISK #4: DEMOS 


The animated flying bird, ST BOINK, CUBE, pie chart, 
HEX, and sound demo programs plus several LOGO demos. 


DISK #5: AUDIOLIGHT DEMO 2 


Same as disk #1 but non-Xmas songs and pictures. 
DISK #4: DEGAS SLIDE SHOW 


Ten low and medium res color pictures from DEGAS and a 
program to show them. Also, a program to translate 8-bit 
Atari fonts to DEGAS fonts. 


DISK #7: UTILITIES 

A collection of ST utilities including a RAM DISK (great 
for file copying wth one drive), a disk back-up program that 
works with some protected software (ie. HABA), a font program 
and one for double sided boot disks. 
ALSO AVAILABLE: 

ist WORD (with docs) 


DB MASTER (no docs) 
ST BASIC 
MEGAROIDS 


= 
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Monday March 17th at 7:38PM 
Contact Shirley Bickert 
at 837-6799 


BT Sie 


Saturday March 22nd at 2PM 
Contact Walt Lukow 
at 439-1944 


The meeting will include 
demos of software from Regent, 
Antic and Audio Light. 


HOPE BiG 


Sunday March 23rd at 2PM 
Contact Jim Finley 
at 837-1477 


SPECIAL NOTE: 


The location for this month’s 
ST meeting is not firm yet. 
Please call the HOTLINE 
at 759-2683 on the 21ist 
for the location. 


peeererer 
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APRIL ST 


Doors open at 9AM 
Meeting starts at 1AM 
The opening of this meeting will 
be under computer control with 
digitized pictures and sound. 
A voice recognition demo will follow 
along with our first ST demos. 
88-bit demos will include B/Graph, 
AtariLab (temp and light) and 
Visualizer. 
Deadline for Dorney Park Picnic 
ticket orders. 


Hay? OTH 


Doors open at 1PM 
Meeting starts at 2PM 
More software demos plus a review 
of Atari magazine support. 
NOMINATIONS FOR E-BOARD OFFICERS 
Pick up tickets for club picnic. 


INHER Lo7To 


Doors open at 1PM 
CLUB ELECTIONS AT 2PM 


LIBRARY SPECIALS 
BEST OF ANALOG #4 —- $3 
APRIL ISSUE OF ANALOG —- $3 


APRIL NE ETTER 
Pick up your copy at the meeting. 


This issue includes an exclusive 
ABE’s ACEs interview by Thom Geller 
with Atari’s Sigmund Hartmann. 


LIBRARY SPECIALS 
THE BEST OF ROM —- $3 
MAY ISSUE OF ANALOG —- $3 


LIBRARY SPECIAL 
JUNE ISSUE OF ANALOG —- $3 


This meeting will be in the NCACC 
cafeteria and all members are 


invited to bring original software 
(or hardware) to sell. 


HARLaeCoOrRry 


An ABE's ACEs Publication 
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GENERAL NEWS 


As announced at the November 14th 
general meeting, our newsletter editor, 
Chris Scullion, resigned due to the time 
involved in putting together a quality 
newsletter. The November issue, which you 
received at the meeting or in the mail a 
few weeks ago, was the last issue he was 
able to produce. 


At the November meeting, members Joe 
Souder and Tony Smolar offered to help 
with the production of Hardcopy. Club 
rules prohibit anyone under the age of 
eighteen from being E-Board members so 
we're trying the following approach; Ralph 
Fenner has agreed to take the E-Board 
position and to coordinate the efforts of 
Joe and Tony (and any other members who 
may wish to step forward and offer to help 
{hint]) so that full issues of Hardcopy 
can resume in January or February. 


Help is needed in getting advertisers 
for each issue, maintaining a mailing list 
of the user groups we exchange newsletters 
with, production, mailing, and so on. Of 
course there is one thing that every 
member could do to help out and that is to 
write something for the newsletter. As of 
the December meeting, the contest will be 
over but we hope that submissions will 
continue to come in. 


HOLIDAY PARTY 


Our annual holiday party meeting will 
be on Saturday December 12th at 1PM. As 
in the past, this meeting will be in the 
college cafeteria. The college has added 
sO many walls during its expansion, that 
Many members have had trouble getting to 
the cafeteria. We suggest the following 
route; Use the doors on the lower, street 
level, towards the left side of the 


These doors are next to the 
Go to the end of 


building. 
automated bank teller. 
that hall and make a right. Halfway down 
that hall, make a 2nd right. From there 
you can take the elevator up one level to 
the cafeteria or use the stairs across 
from the elevator. 


We will have soda and snacks for 
everyone and a large number of door prizes 
to give away (over fifty!). Also, we plan 
on running our annual "Christmas Buyer's 
Guide" slide show. This is a sort of 
free-for-all presentation where we show 
the products and members offer questions 
and comments. 


CONTEST WINDING DOWN 


Our biggest contest ever will come to 
a close at the December meeting. Your 
newsletter article must be uploaded to the 
BBS no later than 11:59PM on December 
1ith, or brought to the December 12th 
meeting by 3PM (on disk). 


The winners will be chosen at our 
January meeting. Third prize, a $50 gift 
certificate to Gemini, will be awarded at 
that time. The first and second prize 
winners will choose there prizes at this 
meeting and the prizes will be awarded at 
the February meeting. The first prize 
winner may choose either a monochrome 
520ST system or a 20 meg hard drive. The 
second prize winner may choose between an 
Avatex 1200hc modem or an Avatex 1200 
(non-hc) and a P:R:Connection. 


Don't forget, part of the contest 
involves attending at least two meetings 
between October and December. If you 
missed either October or November, you 
must attend the party in December. (Tough 
contest, no?) 


<> <> 


LIBRARY NEWS 


Back in August of 1985, ABE's ACEs 
Started selling library disks by mail as a 
service to members who couldn't attend the 
monthly meetings. The service has been 
available ever since, but nothing has been 
done to promote it. Head librarian Chris 
Andrews asked that we remind all members 
of the availability of this service. 


Any disk in our club's extensive 
public domain library is available via 
mail for $4 per disk. If you order three 
disks at the same time, the price is only 
$10. These are the same prices we charged 
in 1985! 


Send your order indicating what 
disk{s) you want, along with a check 
payable to ABE's ACEs to: 


ABE's ACE's Library 
P.O.Box 2830 
Lehigh Valley, PA 18001 


In other library news, the price of 
all of our library disks has been been 
dropped to $3 per disk. Our 8-bit disks 
are double sided. ST disks are in single 
Sided format but both types of disks are 
filled with the best available public 
domain software. Many have extensive help 
files. At $3 including the disk the 
programs come on, it's quite a value. 


RESOLUTION FOR 1988 


We've got plans for 1988 but we NEED 
YOUR HELP. If each of our one hundred and 
seventy-five members would offer to help 
with just one thing in 1988, this club 
would take off like a rocket! How about 
<3 Can't you find the time to do 
something for the club? Need some ideas? 


P.Q. Box 2830 
LEHIGH WALLEY, PA 18001 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


Here are just a few: 


DEMONSTRATIONS - We have a few 
planned for later in the year, but we're 
looking for club members to demo some of 
the software that they use. Short demos 
in the 10 to 15 minute range are what we'd 
like to see. Perhaps that new program you 
received for Christmas, or maybe an old 
program that you still feel is the best 
available. We can help with videotape or 
Slide support, handout sheets, whatever. 
Please contact Leon Bonam at 266-1521 for 
more information or call the HOTLINE at 
759-3336 and leave a meSSage. 


NEWSLETTER - Write something or help 
with production. 


LIBRARY - We lost our 8-bit librarian 
several months ago (another ST convert) 
and haven't found anyone willing to take 
the position. The position involves 
gathering public domain software and 
putting it together on master disk. These 
disks are then duplicated by John Douglas 
for sale at our meetings. The club 
supplies you with equipment and a budget 
for getting the programs. The programs 
come from pay services such as GEnie, 
other user group libraries, anywhere 
useful PD files can be found. Interested? 

Contact Chris Andrews at 866-2459 or call 
the HOTLINE and leave a mesSage. 


MEETINGS - We'd love to see some new 
meeting formats. We've had ideas for a 
"BACK TO BASICS" meeting and a "BEST OF" 
theme. We have plans for another club 
flea market in June. Do you have a 
meeting idea you'd like to try? How about 
offering to coordinate one meeting? The 
E-Board will give you whatever support you 
need. 


OTHER’.TDEAS - The floor_is yours! 
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ALLENTOWN BETHLEHEM EASTON'S ATARI COMPUTER ENTHUSIASTS 
P.O. BOX 2830 


LEHIGH VALLEY, PA 18001 


IMPORTANT MEETING INFORMATION 


If you attended the December 14th club meeting (standing room only!) you heard us @ention that we were goving our 
general meetings to a new location. Qur meeting hall committee chairman, Bill Miller, told those present that 
Northampton County Area Community College was selected by the committee as the best choice for our new home. The 
executive committee agreed and, starting with our January 1ith meeting, we will meet at the college. 


First, some of the advantages: Comfortable seating for 3465. Lots of parking. A separate area for vendors in the 
lobby. Good control over lighting and sound. 


The only disadvantage that we have found is that we have to schedule around other college events that make use of 
the theater. For that reason it’s VERY IMPORTANT that you make a note of the seeting dates and times listed below. Only 
the first three are confirmed at this time so you will also have to check the club newsletter and HOTLINE for updates. 
You will note that all meetings will contine to be held on Saturdays. Three meetings to take special note of are 
February’s which is on the ist Saturday of the month rather than the second, and March and April’s meetings which are in 
the morning rather than the afternoon. Here’s the information as we have it to date: ~ 


JANUARY 11, 1986 --- DOORS OPEN AT 1:15 --- MEETING STARTS AT 2PM 

FEBRUARY 1, 1986 --- DOORS OPEN AT 1:15 --- MEETING STARTS AT 2PM 

MARCH 8, 1984 ------ DOORS OPEN AT 9AN ---- MEETING STARTS AT 9:45AM 

APRIL 12, 1984 ----- DOORS OPEN AT 9AM ---- MEETING STARTS AT 9:45AM 

MAY 16, 1986 ------~ DOORS OPEN AT 1:15 --- MEETING STARTS AT 2PN 

JUNE 14 - JULY 12 - AUG 9 - SEPT 13 - OCT 11 - NOV 8 - DEC 13 - SAME AS MAY 

He will be experimenting with the statins format for a few months. For starters, we have extended the "DOORS OPEN" 
to "MEETING STARTS" time from 3@ minutes to 45. This will give members more time at the library and vendor tables in the 
lobby. THERE WILL BE NO SELLING during the meeting. Vendors who do not follow this rule will be barred from future 


meetings. We will not take a break during the meeting. (The new seats are more comfortable than we’re used to.) The 
vendor tables and library will be open for about 38 minutes after the meeting. 


The best seats for viewing our projection TV system are in the center section and the two adjoining sections. Each 
of these sections has 95 seats. Please fill in every seat. During the winter months, when you have heavy winter coats, 
please hang them in the coat rooms between the vendor area and the theater. If you take your coat to your seat, you will 
be asked to hold it on your lap so that every seat can be filled. The college has asked us to mention that there is NO 
SMOKING in the theater. Smoking is permitted in the looby. 


The enclosed aap will help you find the campus. Our suggested route is as follows: 


Take route 22 to the 191 exit in Bethlehem. Go north on 191 for about one block and turn right onto Brodhead Road. 
Go 1/2 mile to the "T" in the road and make a right onto Hecktown Road. Go another 1/2 mile, past the North Campus and 
turn left onto Green Pond Road. Turn right onto the South Campus and use the main parking lot. Our meetings will be in 
the ARTS CENTER which is marked with an orange sign. Member check-in will be on the second level, on the side of the 
building away from the parking lot. Use the ramp or stairs on either side of the ARTS CENTER to get to the second level. 


If you have any questions, please call the HOTLINE at 759-2683 and leave a aessage with your nase and phone nuaber. 
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